
ing at 16 hands.  Wilson has a 

knocked down left hip, but would 

make a great pasture mate, or possi-

bly a trail horse.  Lord Jim is a gray 

Holsteiner gelding, also 16 hands.  

He is blind in his right eye, but with a 

little care and patience, he may be 

able to return to being a wonderful 

riding horse.  Both geldings are ex-

ceptionally friendly, and have great 

personalities.  Daczka is a 15.3 hand 

chestnut Hanoverian mare.    She is 

believed to have been used as a 

broodmare, and possesses beautiful 

gates, and correct conformation.  

She will need an experienced handler 

as she has little training.     

     Jimmy, Wilson, and Daczka have 

just begun a new chapter in their 

lives, and would appreciate care and 

affection in the form of grooming, 

handling and donations to go to-

wards their everyday care.  If you are 

interested in participating in the 

rescue effort, please contact Janeen 

at:   

janeengrava@earthlink.net 

     A very big òThank Youó goes out  

to Roger Howard of Uniontown, for 

providing farrier service to the res-

cued animals,  Dr. R. Hephner for 

providing veterinary guidance, Big 

Deeõs for providing supplies, and 

Shade Tree Farm of Bath, for donat-

ing hay.  Thank you also to Tiffany 

Manolakis of Jackson, and all who 

played a role in this successful rescue 

effort! 

     Irene Sirna had no idea that a 

chance meeting at a local dressage 

clinic, and the ensuing conversation 

would develop into a life changing 

event.   

     While attending a Dressage Clinic 

in March, Irene was approached by 

another participant who was eager to 

initiate conversation, and chat about 

the clinic and other horse related 

news.  The conversation quickly led 

to the topic of a number of horses in 

the Canton area left without care 

after their owner unexpectedly 

passed away several months ago.  

Irene was instantly concerned about 

the welfare of the horses and quickly 

involved her trainer, Janeen Lan-

gowski-Grava.  Within days, Irene, 

Janeen and Cathy Widders of Canton 

(another Topline Stables Client), had 

jumped into action visiting the 

horses, and plotting their rescue, and 

re-homing.   

     The first trip to the location 

where the horses were being kept 

was a heart wrenching sight.  Dozens 

of horses were sharing cramped 

spaces.  Many of the horses were 

obviously malnourished and lacking 

basic health and veterinary care.  The 

ladies quickly became attached to 

three horses in particular, Lord Jim, 

Wilson, and Daczka. 

     These horses had to be moved 

fast!  The person in possession of the 

animals was planning to have them 

euthanized within a week, as it was 

too expensive to feed and maintain 

them.   

Irene, Janeen and Cathy ran bales of 

hay out to the location in order to 

buy time until another home could 

be found for the three horses.  They 

spread the word, and made numer-

ous calls to anyone they could think 

of who would be willing to help with 

the horses.   

     Janeen, Irene and Cathy managed 

to come up with the adoption money 

necessary to take custody of the 

three horses, and on Saturday, May 

7, 2011, Janeen and Angela Rahn 

(Topline Stables Barn Manager) deliv-

ered the three horses to their tem-

porary new home in Streetsboro.  

There the horses will be provided 

with ample space for turnout, and 

the care they deserve as they are 

rehabilitated. 

     The three Topline Stables women 

continue to be involved with the 

care, and well-being of the three 

fortunate horses, and in the near 

future hope to create a more perma-

nent situation for each. 

     Each of the horses are thought to 

be between 13-15 years old and are 

now up to date on all of their veteri-

nary and farrier care.  Wilson is a 

Warmblood cross bay gelding stand-

Jimmy out stretching his legs  

Topline Stables to the Rescue! 
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Daczka enjoying the fresh air 

Wilson at his new home!  
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Maternal Instinct Comes Naturally for Rodanthe! 

Great Start Show Girls  by Angela Rahn 

     Starting off our show sea-

son with a big BANG! We had 

three teams go to the Lake 

Erie College Dressage Prix de 

Ville this year. The Topline-

NODA Team Express took 

Team Champion, Topline-

NODA Team First Class took 

fourth place, and Topline-

NODA Team Priority took 

fifth place. The team members 

and their horses are: 
 

Topline-NODA Team Express 

¶ Janeen Langowski-Grava 

and Rens 

¶ Ashley Rand riding Lego 

¶ Heather Soones-Booner 

riding Fabian 

¶ Bobbie Kerr riding Foenix 
 
Topline-NODA Team First 

Class 

¶ Janeen Langowski-Grava 

riding FWF Princess Sarah 

¶ Mckenzie Miavitz riding 

Gurman 

¶ Susan Disempel riding Cur-

rituck 

¶ Barbara Schreff riding Ce-

sare 

 

Topline-NODA Team Priority 

¶ Jessica Blauman riding Serra 

¶ Lauren Z Hunter riding 

Gobi 

¶ Kathryn Kirchner riding Mr. 

Natural 

¶ Debra Smith riding Aragorn 
 

     Thank you and Congratula-

tions to all of you for a won-

derful and very exciting show! 

We are all looking forward to 

an exciting show season! 

A little history on the great 

Prix de Villes: 

     Prix de Villes or ô Prize of 

the Citiesõ was started at Lake 

Erie College in 1966. It was 

initiated by a man with a vision 

and a will to see his dream 

come true. This man was Lad-

die Andahazy. He came to 

Lake Erie College in 1955. In 

1966 he initiated the Jumper 

Prix de Villes and shortly after 

he introduced the Dressage 

Prix de Villes. The Prix de 

Villes is based on team riding 

competition. When it started, 

it allowed competitors to com-

pete under the Federation 

Equestrian Internationale 

Rules, which was unheard of 

until 1966. This show also 

attracted a lot of the top name 

riders back then. The Prix de 

Ville still attracts riders from 

all over and of all different 

levels. 

     The Topline Teams and 

members who competed at 

this yearõs Prix de Villes are 

proud to be a part of such a 

historical event!  Congratula-

tions to all who participated on  

continuing the tradition and 

providing excellent competi-

tion! 

      

     Born on Wednesday, April 

27, 2011, The Kappers had the 

following commentary regard-

ing Dior: òRodanthe was very 

considerate and foaled at 7:00 

AM seven days early. She was 

40 inches tall and weighed 115 

lbs at birth (9.5% of the mares 

body weight), just the perfect 

size for a maiden mare. Very 

strong, and was standing with-

in one hour after birth. 

Rodanthe is such a great 

mother. We are so pleased 

     Congratulations go out to 

Don and Dee Kapper of Outer 

Banks Farm, and their mare 

Rodanthe, on the arrival of her 

first filly, Dior OBX (Dacaprio 

X Rodanthe OBX/Royal 

Prince)!   

     Topline Stables board-

ers will remember Rodan-

the (AKA Rhoda) from 

when she visited Topline 

stables last spring for 

breaking and training. 

with how attentive and careful 

she is with this beautiful little 

filly. I think she knows she has 

something very special.ó 

     Both Rodanthe and Dior 

will be attending the 2012 

Mare and Foal Inspection in  

Lawrenceburg, Indiana, and are 

currently available for pur-

chase.  For more information 

on these two and other fine 

horses bred by the Kappers,  

visit www.outerbanksfarm.com 

Top: Rodanthe 

and Dior  out 

for a run  

Right: Baby 

Dior  
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Superworms Attack New Zealand  By Ray A. Hephner, D.V.M. 
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     Indiscriminate use of wormers 

by sheep ranchers has developed 

internal parasites that are resistant 

to all known anthelmintics 

(dewormers).  Large tracts of land 

can not be used for grazing sheep 

because of contamination with the 

resistant and deadly parasites.  

Worms have literally eaten away 

the economic stability of the New 

Zealand sheep industry.  So as a 

horse owner why should I care? 

       The average horse owner has 

been using many of the same ap-

proaches to controlling parasites as 

the sheep ranchers did.  According 

to a recent study by the University 

of Georgia, equine parasites have 

developed resistance to two of the 

three classes of anthelmintics.  The 

horse industry is very close to be-

ing in the same situation as New 

Zealand if we donõt change treat-

ment protocols!  Gone are the days 

of using a set formula (every two 

months, etc.) of deworming.  We 

must be more strategic in our use 

of dewormers.  Below is a listing of 

things we need to consider in de-

termining treatment intervals.   

1. Fecal egg countsñone of the 

most useful tools in determin-

ing which parasites are pre-

sent, when to deworm and 

when not to deworm, helps us 

determine if the anthelmintic is 

effective. 

2. Temperatureñ 50 to 80 de-

grees F ideal for larvae hatch-

ing on pastures, over 90 de-

grees kills larvae, freeaing tem-

peratures stop worm activity 

(one advantage N.E. Ohio has) 

3. Not all horses are created 

equalñsome horses are more 

prone to parasites due to 

grazing habits or lack of immu-

nity (young and old horses), 

these horses may need to be 

identified by fecal counts and 

wormed accordingly. 

4. Permanent pastures perpetu-

ate parasitesñthe most com-

mon place for horses to pick 

up parasites, more pasture 

time may mean more para-

sites, resting pastures in warm 

weather allows eggs to hatch 

and the larvae to die. 

5. Manureñcomposting of ma-

nure is an excellent way of 

destroying parasites, uncom-

posted manure should not be 

spread on pastures, removal of 

manure from paddocks and 

pastures is an effective control 

measure. 

6. There is no one  size fits all 

horses planñeach horse and/

or herd of horses needs a 

treatment regiment based on 

the environment, pasture time, 

and housing at that specific 

location. 

7. Deworming too often or 

changing types of dewormers 

(rotating) may increase the 

speed at which parasites may 

develop resistance. 

8. Colic is the largest killer of 

horsesñ90% of colic is related 

to damage caused by internal 

parasites. 

     A properly designed parasite 

control program will reduce the 

exposure of horses to toxic chemi-

cals (dewormers) and decrease the 

parasite load.  In summary, 

anthelmintics are an important part 

of parasite control and hopefully 

with more thoughtful use will re-

main effective. 

     Congratulations to Gaby Harris 

and NeverEnding Romance, aka 

Romeo, on their debut in the Low 

Childrenõs Hunter division at the 

Andrews Osborne Academy OPHA 

Show on May 15, 2011.  It was their 

first time ever showing together, 

and the pair proved to be strong 

competitors, successfully coursing 

over fences, and winning their two 

flat classes!  Congratulations also to 

Elly Harris and Whereõs My Ro-

meo, aka Juliet!  They made their 

debut in the Short Stirrup Division 

     In March 2011 , Cynthia and 

Kahlua, show name òSave My As-

sets,ó won the year end òOpen 19 

+ overó Grand Championship for 

the 2010 show series.  At the 

awards banquet, Kahlua was also 

named GHPAõs  òPerformance 

Horse of the Year. ò That is a very 

special award given to the horse 

who accumulates the highest num-

ber of points in very specific English 

and Western performance classes, 

over the 7 show series and includes 

all Open age divisions.  

the same weekend, winning the 

Equitation on the Flat, placing third 

in the Undersaddle, and also placing 

over fences.     

     Congratulations to Scott 

Burroughs on his first time show-

ing, and his first win with Kahlua, 

aka Save My Assets, in Western 

Showmanship at the GHPA show at 

the Geauga County Fairgrounds on 

May 30, 2011.  Cynthia Burroughs 

and Kahlua also competed success-

fully, with many wins throughout 

the day! 

Around the Barn: 

Dr. Hephner is a 

gratduate of the 

Ohio State 

Veterinary 

Medicine Program,  

and has been 

practicing for 25 

years.   
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Park Place Team members at 

Andrews Osborne Academy in 

January 2011.  Emily Siedel, Gabi 

Deucher, Emma Kocar, Jessica 

Pierce, Gaby Harris, Jennifer 

Smale, Becca Marek, Bailey Ly-

nes and Katie Ridge!  

Topline Stables to Host First Tack Sale and Open House! 

Park Place IEA Team Finishes Season 
     The Park Place IEA Team 

finished off another very suc-

cessful IEA (Interscholastic 

Equestrian Association) Sea-

son!  The Teamõs 9 members 

competed and helped out at 

local and away shows during 

the school year, accumulating 

individual and team points in 

the hope of  qualifying for the 

post season.  For one of the 

smallest teams in the Region 

(Northeast Ohio), the Park 

Place IEA Team beat the odds, 

sending  6 of its 9 individuals, 

as well as its entire Upper 

School Team on to Regionals, 

which were held at Andrews 

Osborne Academy in Wil-

loughby, Ohio on March 5-6, 

2011.   

     Congratulations  to Gabi 

Deucher, Jessica Pierce, Gaby 

Harris, Bailey Lynes, Katie 

Ridge, Jennifer Smale and 

the Park Place IEA Team, or 

the Interscholastic Equestrian 

Association please contact 

Allison Park at 440-463-6067 

or gerbrgrl01@aol.com.   

     Park Place IEA Team mem-

bership is open to middle and 

high school students grades 6 

through 12, attending weekly 

lessons at Topline Stables.  

Levels of competition include 

Beginner (showing at the walk, 

trot and canter on the flat) 

through Open level (jumping 

courses of fence height 2õ6ó).  

IEA competitors are judged on 

their equitation and horseman-

ship, which is further tested by 

riding unfamiliar horses.    

     The new IEA season gears 

up in August of 2011!  We 

look forward to reuniting the 

Park Place Team again and 

welcoming new members! 

      

ment and/or outgrown show 

clothing and set up a table free 

of charge.  It will be a great 

opportunity to trade in the old 

for new, or at least new to 

you! 

     In addition to the tack sale, 

Topline Stables will be wel-

coming new faces to come visit 

the facility and find out what 

     Topline Stables is looking 

forward to having its first Tack 

Swap and Open house on Sat-

urday, July 2, 2011 from 10:00 

am to 4:00 pm.   

     All Topline Stables Board-

ers, riders and friends are 

welcome to participate.  

Boarders and lesson students 

may bring used riding equip-

makes Topline Stables such a 

great place!  There will be 

demonstrations, raffles, and 

the opportunity for Questions 

and Answers with the Topline 

Staff and Boarders to learn 

about lessons, camp, boarding, 

trail riding, and all of the won-

derful services Topline Stables 

has to offer!   

T H E  T O P L I N E  T R I B U N E  

Becca Marek on making it to 

Regionals, and doing a fine job 

representing your team!  Re-

gionals proved to be challeng-

ing, so great job ladies for 

making it, and for putting in 

great rides!   

     Congratulations to Katie 

Ridge for qualifying for Zones 

at Regionals with a first place 

in the JV Novice Flat Division!  

Katie Ridge later Represented 

the Park Place IEA Team at 

Zone 5 Zone Finals in Wil-

mington, Ohio on March 18-

20, 2011.  Katie put in a very 

correct and competitive ride at 

Zones, making her team, family 

and coach proud! 

     Great job to all of the Park 

Place IEA Team members and 

parents on a successful year!  

We look forward to another 

season ahead.  If you are inter-

ested in learning more about 

òGreat job to all of 

the Park Place IEA 

Team members 

and parents on a 

successful year! 



Hunter/Jumper Clinic with Geoff Teall   Bio by Geoff Teall 
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     òGeoff Teall, head trainer and 

owner of Montoga, Inc has been 

involved in the horse industry for 

over 35 years. He has trained 

hunter champions and reserve 

champions at shows such as Lake 

Placid, South Hampton, Winter 

Equestrian Festival, Capital Chal-

lenge, Devon, Harrisburg, Washing-

ton, and the National Horse Show. 

He has also trained equitation 

champions and reserves at all major 

horse shows including the USEF 

Medal Finals, USEF Talent Search 

Finals, and several different ASPCA 

Regional Finals. He has trained 

several jumper riders from the start 

of their jumper careers to their 

first Grand Prix wins.  

     Geoff holds his "R" Hunter and 

Hunter Equitation license. He has 

judged most major hunter shows 

including the Winter Equestrian 

Festival, Washington International 

Horse Show and the National 

Horse Show. In the equitation divi-

sion he has judged several ASPCA 

Regional Finals, the Royal Winter 

Fair, WIHS Equitation Finals, and 

the USEF Medal Finals. 

          

Very involved in the governance of 

our sport Geoff currently serves on 

the Board of Directors of the 

USHJA, USHJA Foundation and the 

USEF. In addition he is chairman or 

vice chairman of the Hunter Re-

structure Committee, Officials 

Committee, and the Rider's and 

Trainer's Committee. He serves 

also on the Trainer's Certification, 

High Performance Hunter, Planning, 

and Rule Change commit-

tees for the USHJA. For 

the USEF he is seated on 

the Licensed Officials 

Committee, Affiliates 

Working Group and the 

Equitation Task Force.ó 

     Topline Stables will be 

welcoming Geoff Teall to 

conduct a two-day clinic 

on August 20-21, 2011.  

Topline Boarders and 

Students are welcomed and en-

couraged to participate as riders 

and/or as auditors. Participation will 

be open to the public as well.  A 

series of 4 2-hour group sessions 

will be conducted each day.  Pricing 

and Scheduling information will be 

available soon,  Please contact Alli-

son Park if you are interested in 

attending! 

Show Schedule 
June 2011 

11-12 Dressage at  
Grandhaven 

Recognized 

11-12 Ellrick Farm - Chardon 
Hunter/Jumper 

OPHA 

13-17 Topline Beginner Camp  

18-19 Dressage Derby of Ohio Recognized 

18-19 Up & Over- Bazetta, OH 
Hunter 

OPHA 

20-24 Topline Beg/Int Camp  

24-26 Purina Mills Hunter 
Classic�± Delaware, OH 

OPHA 

27�± 7/1 Topline Intermediate 
Camp 

 

July 2011 

5-8 Topline Beginner Camp  

8-10 Chagrin Valley Hunter/
Jumper Classic 

OPHA 

11 Grandhaven Dressage NODA 

11-15 Topline Beg/Int Camp  

16-18 Dressage at Waterloo�± 
MI  

Recognized 

18-22 Topline Beginner Camp  

25-29 Topline Beg/Int Camp  

29-30 Northern Gold Hunter 
Classic- Chagrin Valley  

OPHA 

30-31 �1�2�'�$���'�U�H�V�V�D�J�H���µ���� Recognized 


